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Stop right away!  Go to the Planning and
Development Department and apply for 
Development and Building Permits.  Wait
until both have been issued before
continuing construction.
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Permits are usually issued within 10-15 days 
of all necessary information being received.
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The MPC is a board made up of public
members and elected offi  cials.  It makes 
decisions on development applications for 
discretionary uses and variances outside of 
the Development Offi  cer’s authority.
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Check with the Planning and Development 
Department to see if there is one on fi le for 
your property, or contact an Alberta Land 
Survey company.
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Pole sheds and seacans are not permitted in 
residential land use districts.
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Garages, carports and sheds larger than 10m2 need develop-
ment and building permits.

More information on Development and Building Permits is 
available in the fact sheet titled “Applying for Permits,” which is 
available at the Town Offi  ce or on www.whitecourt.ca.

ADDITIONAL PERMITS
Electrical, plumbing and gas permits can be obtained from an 
approved accredited Safety Codes Offi  cer.  Contact the Plan-
ning and Development Department for a list of companies or 
visit www.whitecourt.ca.
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The combined area of all accessory buildings (garages, sheds, 
gazebos, carports and attached garages) can not exceed 85 
metres squared or 80% of the dwelling fl oor area, whichever is 
greater.  

Site coverage can not exceed the maximum for the Land Use 
District.  The Planning and Development Department can give 
you information on your property’s site coverage.
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BUILDING A GARAGE,
CARPORT OR SHED

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
KEEPING YOU INFORMED. ��������	��������
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• Garages and sheds must be located a minimum 
of 2.0 metres from the house or any attachments        
(ex. deck).

• Detached front garages or carports must not 
encroach on a required front yard and must be a 
minimum of 1.5 metres from any side property line.

• Rear garages or sheds can not be closer than 1 
metre (1.5 metres for structures over 4 metres high) 
to any side or rear property line, and can not be on 
an easement.

• Corner lots have special setback requirements.  
Contact the Planning and DevelopmentDepart-
ment for information.
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In residential districts, a detached garage can not exceed one 
storey, with a maximum height of 5.5 metres from the inside
wall grade to the top of the roof.  The minimum setback for a
rear accessory building that is 4 metres or less in height is 1
metre, and for an accessory building up to 5.5 metres in height 
the minimum setback is 1.5 metres.
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