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CORE FUNCTIONS

Developing and implementing business retention strategies and initiatives.
Establishing and maintaining on-going relationships with local businesses, investors,
developers, and community organizations and stakeholders.

Implementing investment attraction and marketing strategies.

Actively participating in coordination of collaborative events, activities and initiatives
with community organizations.

Supporting tourism development as an economic driver through collaborative
partnerships and Whitecourt Tourism branding.

Creating and implementing an Economic Development and Tourism Strategic Plan

to guide projects and initiatives to support identified priorities.
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PROJECT UPDATES

HIGHLIGHTS

BUSINESS MARKET ANALYSIS ATTRACTION & RETENTION STRATEGY
(Small Community Opportunity Program (SCOP) - Grant for $70,000:

. The Request For Proposal development is underway for a thorough market analysis,
business environment scan and business case development relevant to Whitecourt.

. The business cases will focus on supporting a consumer need and representing a gap in
the market providing a ready-made package for marketing investment opportunities.

. insights gained will provide a foundation for defining strategies, and developing action plans
to support attraction and retention efforts.

ALBERTA ADVANTAGE IMMIGRATION PROGRAM
(Rural Renewal - RRS & Entreprenuer Stream):

. Whitecourt has supported 82 local businesses to date in attracting employees under the
AAIP Program; 79 of those businesses have met their recruitment needs.

. RRS is currently on hold to undergo a comprehensive review of the labour market needs.

. In 2023, Whitecourt seen 45 permanent residencies.

. 5 exploratory visits were conducted and 1 community support letter was issued under the
Entrepreneur Stream in 2024 for one new proposed business.

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS ATTRACTION & RETENTION COMMITTEE (H-PARC):

. In the past 6 months Whitecourt welcomed two new doctors and two nurses.

. Doctor Loan Program is being utilized by 3 physicians.

. Provided 6 medical students working in Whitecourt with welcome packages, local business
vouchers, and Allan & Jean Millar Centre passes.

. 24 Appreciation Baskets delivered throughout Rural Health Week.

. Successful application to host the 2025 Let's Go Rural Event in Whitecourt. This event
offers healthcare students from various University and Colleges to experience the lifestyle
in our community, and participate in hands-on skill stations.

. Provided settlement and integration supports to health professionals and their families.

. Advocated for increased health care service delivery/healthcare facility options; hosted
Deputy Minister meeting in June.

v/ DOWNTOWN WORKING GROUP:

. Four main themes were identified through the Working Group for 2024:
1. Expand Business to Business Communication and Collaboration;
2. Increase Downtown Business Awareness;
3. Enhance Downtown Vitalization; and,
4. Explore Opportunities to enhance Retail Mix in the Downtown

. SCOP will provide a valuable opportunity for analysis in the downtown and identify downtown

trends/opportunities to further direct future attraction and retention strategies.
. Continuing to research potential opportunities to support Downtown Vitalization Projects.
. Summer Street Fest scheduled for August 10, 2024.
. Various small business training opportunities were hosted.
. Shop local campaign and business awareness initiative is underway.
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v  SPORTS HOSTING PROGRAM:

. The Whitecourt Sports Hosting Program was established recognizing the growing interest
in the community to host provincial sporting competitions and the positive economic impact
that these events bring to the community.

. $7,000 in funding through the program was allocated in 2024 to date.

@/ WHITECOURT BUSINESS VISITATION PROGRAM:

. Business visits gather valuable insights into the specific needs, trends, and challenges
facing local businesses. This information helps tailor economic development strategies and
programs more effectively.

. Completed 85 business visit requests in 2024.

. 41 employee recruitment packages, unrelated to the AAIP Program, provided to date.

. Connected businesses with available resources and supports, such as funding programs,
training opportunities, incentives, and business support services.

v/ BUSINESS DIRECTORY:

. The Business Directory launched to provide a tool for new and established businesses to
connect, increase awareness and business presence. There are currently 685 business
active on the directory.

[Z]/ #EXPLOREWHITECOURT MARKETING CAMPAIGN - WHITECOURT TOURISM:

. The #ExploreWhitecourt marketing campaign continues in 2024 with story telling and new
video production. The campaign will also focus on a #ShopLocal campaign to encourage
both residents and tourists alike to discover the local offerings and unique shops.

. Hosting micro-influencer(s) in the community for profiling Whitecourt and marketing as a
tourism hotspot begins next month.

@’ TOURISM PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM ENHANCEMENT GRANT
PROGRAMS

. The Tourism Enhancement Grant Program was established to encourage partnerships
with local non-profit organizations to enhance tourism-related events and/or products that
enhance tourism in the area. $7,700 has been allocated through this program to support
tourism enhancement projects that have an economic impact on Whitecourt.

. The Tourism Product Development Grant Program was established to provide support in
the development of tourism-based products and services and funds can be applied for by
any individual, or business, that is developing tourism based products to help develop
projects that will benefit the community. Marketing is underway and no funds have been
allocated to date under this program.
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% ON THE HORIZON:

. Economic Development and Tourism Strategic Planning Session Update;

. Government of Alberta International Office visits;

. Economic Development Newsletter;

. Broadband design, construction drawings, and option review;

. Regional Business Visits to promote Whitecourt provincially and nationally;

. Investment attraction initiatives;

. Developer meetings;

. Work with Healthcare Professionals Attraction & Retention Committee on attraction and
retention strategies and increased health care services in the community;

. Work with operators and hoteliers to enhance Stay and Play Packages;

. Career & Education Expo Partnership with an expanded Try-A-Trade Event; and

. Small Business Week Partnership.

h ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM QUICK LINKS

Whitecourt Business Directory
Starting a Business

Business Support Services
Whitecourt Advantage

Industry Insights

Economic Development Package
Community Profile

Property For Sale

Vitalization Plans & Projects
Whitecourt Tourism Guide



https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/business-directory
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/starting-a-business
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/business-support-services
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/invest-in-whitecourt#li-modal
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/invest-in-whitecourt#li-modal
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/property-for-sale
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/vitalization-plan-projects
https://www.whitecourt.ca/tourism
https://www.whitecourt.ca/public/download/files/246600
https://www.whitecourt.ca/public/download/files/246557
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Whitecourt has a median family income of
$117,000 compared to the Alberta median of
$96,000.

Whitecourt's population almost doubled since
1980 and has close to tripled the 1975 population.

Whitecourt has a youthful age (35.7) years and a
high working age population.

The average assessment value of a single family
home is $333,300.

68% of Residents are Homeowners.
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