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CORE FUNCTIONS

Developing and implementing business retention strategies and initiatives.

Establishing and maintaining on-going relationships with local businesses, investors,

developers, and community organizations and stakeholders.

Implementing investment attraction and marketing strategies.

Actively participating in coordination of collaborative events, activities and initiatives

with community organizations.

Supporting tourism development as an economic driver through collaborative

partnerships and Whitecourt Tourism branding.

Creating and implementing an Economic Development and Tourism Strategic Plan to

guide projects and initiatives to support identified priorities.
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PROJECT UPDATES
HIGHLIGHTS

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS ATTRACTION & RETENTION COMMITTEE (H-PARC):

Doctor Loan Program is being utilized by three physicians. 
Provided settlement/integration supports to health professionals and their families.
133 meals served to Healthcare Professionals and their families at the annual Family Barbeque.
Provided 11 welcome packages to new healthcare professionals in the community. 
Created a partnership with high school students to provide artwork in hanging frames in the
hospital to beautify hallways.
Successful application to host the “Let’s Go Rural Event” scheduled for May 8, 2025 for high
school students in the community.  A subcommittee has been formed and planning is
underway. 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK - OCTOBER 2024:

Whitecourt Small Business Week Video Project: Businesses were selected via an open
application process, and each completed a short promotional video shared on social media.
The project highlighted diverse products and services, helped strengthen relationships
between business owners and the community, and promoted local shopping.

Small Business Week Video Project
Small Business Week events were hosted in partnership with Woodlands County, Community
Futures Yellowhead East, Alberta Government, and the Whitecourt & District Chamber of
Commerce.

Strength Deployment Inventory Training Workshop on October 22, 2024
Small Business Appreciation Night for Small Business Owners on October 25, 2024

BUSINESS MARKET ANALYSIS ATTRACTION & RETENTION STRATEGY  
(Small Community Opportunity Program (SCOP):

$70,000 in grant funding  to support the project was received through SCOP.
The Business Market Analysis Attraction & Retention Strategy Project was awarded to FBM
Planning Ltd. A kick-off meeting was held in December and the project is well underway.
Project outcomes anticipated: 

Detailed business and industry database of employers, their workforce needs, anticipated
future skills gaps.
A full report documenting the retail, commercial and industrial gaps including
benchmarking of comparative communities.
An economic gap analysis will be conducted indicating the leakage resulting from the loss
of consumer spending.
Final report outlining targeted recruitment strategies or recommendations to attract retail
and commercial businesses; including the downtown core. Recommendations to include
opportunities to expand on agriculture partnerships with producers/consumers.
Information gathered on the agricultural sector and opportunities for partnerships
including consumer and producer direct links.
Development of three business case proposals for attracting or expanding products and
services relevant to Whitecourt.

https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/smallbusinessweek


WHITECOURT LAUNCH

SPORTS HOSTING PROGRAM: 

The Whitecourt Sports Hosting Program was established, recognizing the growing
interest in the community to host provincial sporting competitions and the positive
economic impact that these events bring to the community. 
Program funding was fully allocated and the following applications were successful:

Whitecourt Minor Hockey TRAC Wolverines
Whitecourt Royals U11 Baseball; and
Whitecourt Blue Dolphins Swim Club.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY:

The Business Directory has been successful in providing a tool for new and established
businesses to connect and increase awareness and business presence. There are
currently 685 business listings active on the directory. 

Designed to support start-ups and entrepreneurs in establishing and growing their
businesses, this program offers funding, mentorship, and resources to foster innovation
and economic diversification. 
The program provides an opportunity for highly motivated entrepreneurs to access
financial support through a competitive application process.
Three eligible applications were received and The Turn Indoor Golf & Lounge was
successful in receiving $10,000 in funding though the program in 2024. 

PROJECT UPDATES
HIGHLIGHTS

10TH ANNUAL CAREER & EDUCATION EXPO:

The 10th annual Career and Education Expo was held on September 26, 2024 with over
800 students from across our region, and an estimated 250 community members. 
The new addition of the “Test Drive A Career” feature was especially popular, giving
attendees a hands-on experience of various career paths.
Over 50 different career opportunities were represented across various business and
industry sectors throughout the Career & Education Expo event.
27 interactive demonstrations were featured in the “Test Drive a Career” event
20 members from the Educational Liaison Association of Alberta (ELAA) attended.

TOURISM ENHANCEMENT GRANT:

The Tourism Enhancement Grant Program was established to encourage partnerships
with local non-profit organizations to enhance tourism-related events and/or products.
The program is intended to create a partnership in promoting local events and provide
financial assistance to help develop projects and initiatives that support the tourism
sector. 
Two applications were received in 2024 and $7,770 in program funding was allocated.
The  Canadian Motorcycle Tourism Association and Whitecourt Isga Tourism Association  
were successful in receiving funding. 



2025 Strategic Plan has been adopted and action items are underway.
Business Market Analysis Attraction & Retention Strategy will wrap up in 2025.
Grant Programs are being promoted and open for applications:

Whitecourt Launch - deadline May 8, 2025;
Tourism Enhancement Grant Program;
Tourism Product Development Grant; and
Sports Hosting Program.

Regional Business Visits to promote Whitecourt provincially and nationally.
Support the Healthcare Professionals Attraction and Retention Committee on attraction
and retention strategies and increased health care services in the community.
Actively work with the developers and investors on opportunities and projects in our
community and throughout the surrounding region.
Enhance tourism marketing and promotion and expand on tourism development
opportunities. 

ON THE HORIZON...

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM QUICK LINKS

Whitecourt Business Directory
Starting a Business
Business Support Services
Whitecourt Advantage
Industry Insights
Economic Development Package
Community Profile
Property For Sale
Vitalization Plans & Projects
Whitecourt Tourism Guide
Invest in Alberta

Community Promotion & Videos:
Why Whitecourt?
Economic Development & Planning
Healthcare Professionals Attraction & Retention
Small Business Week Thank-you
Whitecourt Tourism - Winter
Whitecourt Winter Getaway
Whitecourt Tourism Summer

PROJECT UPDATES
HIGHLIGHTS

https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/business-directory
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/starting-a-business
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/business-support-services
https://www.whitecourt.ca/public/download/files/246600
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/invest-in-whitecourt#li-modal
https://www.whitecourt.ca/public/download/files/246557
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/invest-in-whitecourt#li-modal
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/property-for-sale
https://www.whitecourt.ca/business/vitalization-plan-projects
https://www.whitecourt.ca/tourism
https://odvodpublishing.com/eda/InvestinAlberta_2025/
https://odvodpublishing.com/eda/InvestinAlberta_2025/
https://odvodpublishing.com/eda/InvestinAlberta_2025/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SKsmedMNVkI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ph1XBHoykh8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P4QH-6JYK5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dbozFIK3CqQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zaqj5W5oE38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9we1nt6XiV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oChyKB_yxP4


68.6%

Whitecourt has 721 businesses locally and 87
incorporations.

Whitecourt has a median family income of
$117,000 compared to the Alberta median of
$96,000. *** 

Whitecourt has a youthful age of (35.7)  and a
high share of working age population.

The average assessment value of a single
family home is $333,300.

10,257
        

 COMMUNITY 
 POPULATION
  +1.68% increase from 2022 (10,088)

*** Source:
Alberta Regional Dashboard,
https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/whitecourt/#/

*** 

*** 

*** 

                      (2023 EST.)

https://regionaldashboard.alberta.ca/region/whitecourt/#/


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

A summary of Alberta's economic forecast.
Excerpts from: 2024-25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement

Source:
Treasury Board and Finance, Government of Alberta, November, 2024 
2024–25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement,

www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx

“After moderating to 2.3
per cent in 2023,
growth in Alberta’s real
gross domestic product
(GDP) is expected to
accelerate to 3.0 per
cent this year. This is 0.3
percentage points
(ppts) lower than the
first quarter but still
slightly higher than
budget (Chart 1).”

“Population growth is
set to slow to 2.5 per
cent in the 2025 census
year, reflecting the
impact of the federal
government’s targets
on immigration and
non-permanent
residents (Chart 2).”

http://www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

A summary of Alberta's economic forecast.
Excerpts from: 2024-25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement

The Canadian economy
is shifting into a
lower gear... Job gains
have also softened, with
year overyear (y/y)
employment growth
declining to 1.5 per cent
in October – the slowest
rate post-COVID 
(Chart 3).”

“Oil prices have
fluctuated considerably
since the first quarter
update. Despite a
tight supply-demand
balance, the West
Texas Intermediate
(WTI) oil price has
oscillated below US$70
per barrel (/bbl) since
September on concerns
over Chinese demand
and increased risks to
the global economy
(Chart 4).”

Source:
Treasury Board and Finance, Government of Alberta, November, 2024 
2024–25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement,

www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx

http://www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

A summary of Alberta's economic forecast.
Excerpts from: 2024-25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement

“Non-residential
investment in Alberta’s
private sector is being
driven by strong activity
in industrial building
construction. Spending
on industrial building
has ramped up to its
highest level since 2016
and is up 35 per cent
YTD (Chart 5).”

“Net international
migration in 2025 is
expected to be about
half of the preceding
year, a result of the
lower federal targets.
Similarly, NPRs are
expected to pull back.
Alberta is forecast to
see a slight net positive
gain of NPRs in the
2025 census year 
(Chart 6) and outflows
starting in 2026.”

Source:
Treasury Board and Finance, Government of Alberta, November, 2024 
2024–25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement,

www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx

http://www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

A summary of Alberta's economic forecast.
Excerpts from: 2024-25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement

Source:
Treasury Board and Finance, Government of Alberta, November, 2024 
2024–25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement,

www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx

The increase in
unemployment over
the past year has been
particularly notable
among youth and less
experienced workers,
although all cohorts
have experienced
higher unemployment
rates. The rise, however,
has not been driven by
layoffs, but rather by
more people entering
the labour force who
are unable to find work
(Chart 7).

Next year, housing
starts are forecast to
continue at a robust
pace of about 41,000
units as supply
continues to catch up
with the increase in
demand from Alberta’s
population boom over
the past few years
(Chart 8).

http://www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK

A summary of Alberta's economic forecast.
Excerpts from: 2024-25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement

Source:
Treasury Board and Finance, Government of Alberta, November, 2024 
2024–25 Second Quarter Fiscal Update and Economic Statement, www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx

http://www.alberta.ca/budget-documents.aspx

